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Inter.txt Press: Pocket Essays 
 
The tl;dr is that I’m looking for folks who might be interested in publishing 
very short essays as a part of a one-sheet zine series! Feel free to share 
this open call with your friends and peers. 
 

 
 
Inter.txt Press is a micro publishing practice by Phoebe Pan, focusing on 
zines, print ephemera, and textual worldmaking. It is currently in a soft 
launch stage with the goal of slow emergence over the next few years. 
 

 
 
OPEN CALL: Currently seeking mini essays that engage with topics of gender, 
queerness, technology, radical care, publishing, the internet, games, craft, 
music, and/or the environment. I’m very open to other topics as well, if you 
want to make a brief pitch!  
 
Guidelines: 
 
❖​ 1,000 to 1,200 words. That’s around 2 pages single-spaced in 12pt Times 

New Roman font. There’ll be some word limit flexibility with font sizes 
and line height, but I’ve found this range to be a good average for the 
overall shape of the zine.  

❖​ Text only. Certain exceptions: if you’re writing about a piece of visual 
art, you can have a slightly shorter essay with one image or graphic on 
the last fold of the zine. Please try to avoid unusual formatting. And 
no links! The piece should be 99% analog — you can of course include 
your socials or email at the end.  

❖​ Nonfiction only, with certain allowances for experiments in genre (your 
“essay” can be a guise for a manifesto, a guide, a review, and so on).  

❖​ Titles should be relatively short, around 10-20 characters. You may 
include a subtitle if you wish (see the “Girlhood 2” example below).  

❖​ Please don’t send previously published work, unless you have a specific 
reason for wanting to publish it in a pocket zine format! 

❖​ If you’ve read all this and are interested in submitting, please send a 
Word doc or Google doc of your piece to intertxtpress@gmail.com, with 
the email title: “PE Submission - [Your Name].” 
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What you’ll get from me: 
 
➔​ Free printing & layout services! Though please note that even with 

variation in things like font choice or paper color, the layout of each 
zine will largely remain the same, due to this being a ~series~.  

➔​ Light editing & feedback on your piece, if you’d like.  
➔​ (Very) light publicity & distribution. I’m famously not a marketing 

person but I will sell copies of your zine at future zine fairs that I 
table at, and I’ll talk about it on my socials & in my friend circles! 

 
Publishing details for contributors: 
 
★​ Pocket essays will appear solely in print form, and will not be 

published digitally.  
★​ When selling your pocket essay online or at fairs, I will price each 

copy at $2. You will receive 100% of the sales revenue from sold copies. 
★​ Each pocket essay will have a limited print run of somewhere between 20 

to 40 copies, depending on your preference, with the possibility of 
printing additional copies for an end-of-year “box set” (if I publish 
more than 5 pocket essays in 2026).  

★​ Out of that limited print run, I’ll send 10 of the copies directly to 
you, of which you can price and distribute however you see fit.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

QUESTIONS YOU MIGHT ASK 
 
 
What is a pocket essay? 
 
➔​ Pocket essays are short and thought-provoking pieces of writing. 
➔​ Pocket essays are ginger chews: tiny bursts of flavor that settle your soul.  
➔​ Pocket essays are hand warmers for your mind.  
➔​ Pocket essays are conversation starters (& fire starters, in an emergency).  
➔​ Pocket essays are amulets and spell components for working great magic.   
➔​ Pocket essays are bookmarks and dog-ears for further research. 
➔​ Pocket essays are fashion statements: pocket squares with something to say. 
➔​ Pocket essays are talismans kept close to your chest.  
➔​ There is no topic too small or too big for a pocket essay to approach! 
 
What’s the idea behind this series? 
 
I’ve been interested in publishing a “series of things” for a while, but I 
have been coming up against the issue of figuring out how that can happen in a 
sustainable way — as in, Inter.txt is a micropress and I don’t have buckets of 
free time to be making whole books or even booklets. A few months ago, I was 
looking at Athena Tacha’s accordion-fold pocket books, and I thought, wait a 
minute! This format is neat! It’s cheap to print and easy to assemble; it’s 
accessible; it emphasizes the text itself; it looks nice as a collection.  
 
One of my long-term goals for Inter.txt is to collaborate with more folks and 
share the work of friends and peers. I’d love to publish around 5 or 6 pocket 
essays in 2026, if this series gathers enough interest! 
 
Who is this project for?  
 
Here’s the truth of it: Inter.txt is a micropress that’s still in a soft 
launch stage, and my goal for the next few years is to move slowly and 
deliberately through the indie publishing world, rather than try to broaden my 
audience as quickly as possible. If you’re an emerging writer looking to 
rapidly expand your reach and audience, I can recommend a handful of other 
journals and magazines that would be much better suited to your goals! 
 
If, on the other hand, you’re willing to experiment alongside me and want to 
dip your toes into the world of zines — a niche world with a relatively small 
audience, I might add — and want to make something for the sake of making it, 
then this series might be a good fit for your work. 
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Why is this a print-only series? 
 
Because I love print media. I want this series to be a celebration of the 
single-sheet zine format and all the wonders it can contain. Print is tactile, 
durable, giftable. It will survive a power outage. It’s clandestine and can’t 
be easily surveilled. It can’t be gobbled up by AI!  
 
Why are you doing this for free?? 
 
I’m essentially treating the first year of this project as a learning period, 
where I get to hone my printing practice and experiment and make mistakes. I’m 
not doing this for the money — zines have never been profitable, and probably 
never will be. It’s much more important for me to make lasting relationships 
with people whose work I want to share with the world. This isn’t to erase the 
labor that goes into printing and publishing, but I’m cognizant of the fact 
that these are… single-page zines, as opposed to chapbooks or even full books.  
 
What format will the pocket essay appear in? 
 
A subtle spin on the classic single-sheet, eight-fold zine! Essays will be 
printed on pastel colored sheets of legal sized paper. Here is what the form 
factor looks like (3 inches wide, 4.25 inches tall): 
 

 
 

And this is what it looks like unfolded: 
 

 



 

 
 
Pretty neat! All the text fits on a single legal sized page (8.5”x14”). For 
this particular zine, I also printed a *secret spread* on the reverse side: 
 

 

 



 

Having those extra three inches of space really makes all the difference, and, 
in my opinion, transforms the traditional 8-fold zine into something much more 
attractive and readable. I’ve tried 11x17 paper and found that it’s just a bit 
*too* large to be a comfortable pocket size.  
 
 

 
 
 
If you have any other questions, please reach out by email!  
 
 
Many thanks, 
Phoebe 

 


